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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 283 , 2 8 5May 6 , 2 0 03

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th e m o ti on w a s s uc c e s s f u l a nd t he co mmi t t e e
amendments a r e a d o p t e d t o L B 28 3 . Mr . Cl e r k , i t e m.

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , t he ne x t mo t i on I ha v e i s b y Se na t o r
Beut l e r . Se n a t o r Be u t l e r wou l d m o v e t o i n d e f i n i t e l y p o s t p o n e
LB 283 . Senat or Landi s , y o u w o u l d h av e t h e o p t i o n t o l ay t he
b i l l ov e r , Se n a t o r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Di d yo u say t ak e i t u p . . . i t i s l a i d
o ver . Mr . Cl e r k , ne x t . . .

CLERK: Mr. P resident, the next bill for consideration, LB 2 8 5 ,
is a bill introduced by Senator Landis. (Read title.) The bill
was i nt r o d u ce d on Janu a r y 1 3, at t hat t i me r ef e r r e d t o t he
Revenue Committee. The bill was advanced to General Pile. I do
have commi t t e e a m e ndments , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t . (AM1 64 3 , L e g i s l a t i v e
Journal p age 1 5 40. )

SENATOR CUDABACK: S enator Landis, you' re recognized to open on
a dvancement o f L B 2 8 5 .

SENATOR LANDIS : Thank you , Mr . Speaker, members o f the
Legislature. LB 285 is essentially a continuation of 1085 from
last year. It is a significant piece of r evenue legislation.
I t ' s wh a t m any p e opl e wanted t o t a l k ab o u t a n y way . And I t h i nk
Senator Chambers had suggested that we do heavy lif ting on
General File. Well, this is it. I t doesn't get any heavier
t han t h i s . L B 2 8 5 wou l d am en d S e c t i on 7 7 - 2 7 0 1 t o e x t e n d t he
current 5.5 percent sales tax rate, and that allows it to stay
in place. S ection 1 amends to make permanent the 30-cent
increase in the cigarette tax that we enacted last year. As of
October 1, 2004, 28 cents of the increase will go to the General
Fund, and that is not the Cash Reserve F und. Cu rrently, th a t
money is going to the Cash Reserve Fund. It will start going to
t he Ge n e r a l Fu n d . An d th e r e wi l l b e 2 ce n t s i n t h e Bu i l d i ng
Renewal F u n d , t h a t ' s t h e LB 3 0 9 m o n ey , a nd t h a t wi l l b e t h e
30 cents continuation. Section 2 makes the temporary reduction
in the wholesalers' corrrnission, which we enacted in the s pecial
session, permanent as well, and that's because it's based on the
amount of tax that they collect. Since we essentially doubled
our tax by 30 cents, and now we' re going to continue t hat, the
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